For webex call Information,
please email Robert O’Quinn at

roquinn@towb.org

Planning Board Meeting Agenda
Tuesday, May 5, 2020 at 5:30 p.m.
Town of Wrightsville Beach Council Chambers
321 Causeway Drive, Wrightsville Beach, NC


Call to Order



Pledge of Allegiance



Approval of Minutes from March 3, 2020



New Business:
Agenda Item A: Review and Discuss a proposed Text Amendment to Section 155.7 and
Section A.3
1.
2.
3.
4.

Adds new section 155.7.28 Marina Restaurant
Amends Table of Uses to allow Marina Restaurant as conditional use in C-3 District
Adds new definition for "Marina Restaurant" in section A.3
Amend existing definition of “Floating Home” in section A.3 to exclude “Marina
Restaurant”
5. Amend section 155.9.1.5 off-street parking standards for marinas
Agenda Item B: Review and Discuss a proposed Conditional Use Permit to all for the
construction a Marina Restaurant off-site. The Marina Restaurant will be floated in and
permanently moored at the marina to concrete docks and pilings.


Old Business



Other Business from the Chairperson and Board Members



Other Business from Staff



Adjournment

Call to Order at 5:30 p.m. by Chairman Smith
Pledge of Allegiance led by Chairman Smith
Approval of Minutes from February 4, 2020
The Planning Board discusses the desire for verbatim minutes vs. action minutes. Leigh Ann
Joyner motioned to approve the minutes with the correction of Cothran Harris’s name, Cheryl
Koballla seconded and the motion passed 5-0.
Planning Director Tony Wilson Presents the proposed text amendment to the Planning
Board with staff comments.
Background: On February 2, 2020, the Planning and Inspections Department received a Text
Amendment Application to amend Article 155.7 of the supplemental regulations to add 155.7.28
and to amend section 155.6.4 table of uses to include Marina Restaurant as a Conditional Use
with Supplemental regulations in the C-3 District. The Petitioner Wrightsville Yacht Club Inc.
has appointed Attorney Matthew A. Nichols to serve as the authorized agent and he will speak
on behalf of the Text Amendment Application.
Proposed Amendment: Section 155.7.28. Marina Restaurant in the C-3 Commercial District.
Marina Restaurant is allowed as a conditional use with supplemental regulations in the C-3
Commercial District in accordance with the Table of Permitted/Conditional Uses set forth in
Section 155.6.4. The text amendment 1. Adds new section 155.7.28 Marina Restaurant. 2.
Amends Table of Uses to allow Marina Restaurant as conditional use in C-3 District. 3. Adds
new definition for "Marina Restaurant" in section A.3. 4. Amend existing definition of “Floating
Home” in section A.3 to exclude “Marina Restaurant.” 5. Amend section 155.9.1.5 off-street
parking standards for marinas.
Proposed Amendment to section 155.6.4 Table of Permitted/Conditional Uses as follows:
Primary Zoning Districts
R1 R2 C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 G1 PC P1 S1*
Uses
Marina

Supplemental
CS

Restaurant

Regulations
155.7.28

Analysis: Currently there is no provision for a marina restaurant. Current ordinance only
addresses floating homes as per section 155.7.12. Part two of the application adds the definition
of “Marina Restaurant” to section 155 Exhibit A. However, part three of the applicant’s exhibit
A adds a new subsection to the definition of “Floating Home” to exclude “Marina Restaurant” to
prevent floating homes from becoming marina restaurants. The applicant’s text amendment
changes the required parking for marinas and boatominims from one parking space for each slip
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in the marina plus one parking space for each four dry storage spaces to one parking space for
each two slips in the marina plus one parking space for each four dry storage spaces.
Advertisements: The public notice regarding the proposed text amendment to section 155.7 ran
in the Star News on February 20 and March 2, 2020.
Requested Action: Review and discuss the proposed text amendment to 155.7 and 155.9.
Planning Staff Statement of Consistency: The proposed text amendment is in accordance with
the Town of Wrightsville Beach’s CAMA Land Use Plan. Located within the Land Use
Compatibility section, which states the management goal is to promote the appropriate balance
between private property rights, economic development, environmental protection, and
community cohesiveness.
The text amendment is consistent with the planning objectives policies that promote an attractive
community, a high quality of life, and a unique sense of place while mitigating risks to public
health, safety, and welfare.
Specific planning actions that are consistent with the proposed text amendments are: The Town
will aim to continue to support the Town’s commercial operations; however, there should be a
focus on recruiting and maintaining businesses that align with the vision defined in this plan
regarding the future of Wrightsville Beach.
(5:41:35) Board Member Neal Briggi asks about the statement of consistency concerning the
definition of welfare. Mr. Wilson replied that the marina restaurant would bring something new
to the area and show some commercial development. It could benefit some people in the town.
(5:42:07) Mr. Wilson gives the option to vote on the text amendment if the board would like to
but explains that typically they would hear the CUP and then vote after the processes are
explained.
(5:42:48) Chairman Smith suggests that the hearing continue into the Conditional Use Permit
in order to vote on both items at one time (everyone agrees).
Planning Director Tony Wilson Presents the proposed Conditional Use Permit to the
Planning Board with staff comments.
Background: On February 2, 2020, the Planning and Inspections Department received a
Conditional Use Permit Application to allow for a private floating restaurant within
Wrightsville Yacht Club Inc.’s existing marina to serve as an amenity for members of
Wrightsville Yacht Club and their guests, pursuant to proposed UDO § 155.7.28 (Marina
Restaurant) (UDO text amendment application pending).
Proposed Conditional Use Permit: Construction of the Marina Restaurant will occur off-site.
The Marina Restaurant will be floated in and permanently and securely moored at the marina to
concrete docks and pilings.
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The restaurant will be constructed to comply with all applicable building code requirements,
including wind ratings. Additionally, the restaurant will be fully sprinklered, and an adequate
water supply will be available for fire safety. Water and sewer utilities will be designed such that
they can be disconnected from the vessel when necessary. The restaurant will be subject to all
applicable North Carolina and New Hanover County Health Department regulations and
inspections to ensure cleanliness and proper operation of the kitchen facilities. The proposed
floating restaurant will be a private club amenity for the Wrightsville Yacht Club members and
their guests and will not be open to the public.
No new vehicular ingress or egress is proposed or required. As the restaurant will be a private
amenity of the Wrightsville Yacht Club for the use of its members and their guests, pedestrian
ingress and egress will occur through Wrightsville Yacht Club's existing facility.
Floating Restaurant: The vessel is 136 feet long by 28 feet wide. The site plan indicates 193
total seats with 138 seats in the restaurant and 55 in the lounge. The height is indicated to be
below forty feet. The restaurant expects to have fifteen employees on staff at peak hours. Parking
required for the restaurant is calculated at one space per six seats and one space for each
employee on staff bringing the total required parking for the restaurant to 48 parking spaces. The
marina currently requires 89 parking spaces. Parking can be met with the passage of the text
amendment reducing the required marina parking down to 45 spaces.
Analysis: Currently there is no provision for a marina restaurant. Current ordinance only
addresses floating homes as per section 155.7.12 spaces to one parking space for each two slips
in the marina plus one parking space for each four dry storage spaces.
Department Review:
Fire Department: Fire safety is a concern due to the location of boats that will be located
nearby. The town has setbacks to mitigate the spread of fire but a vessel such as this will have
boats and docks in close proximity. The kitchen will be located at the water level.
Public Works: Public Works indicated that an annual inspection of the grease trap is required
and that trash will be dealt with by the addition of a dumpster at an existing location. Water and
sewer lines will remain connected, but with a quick disconnect design.
Planning and Inspections: Planning and Inspections have issues with the lack of authority to
inspect the floating restaurant. It is a non-propelled vessel, meaning the Coast Guard is not
responsible for inspections and because it is a vessel, the planning department cannot issue
permits or perform inspections. With regard to storms, the applicant is designing the facility for a
twenty-foot storm surge and 150 mile per hour winds.
Police: Not present.
Staff Recommended Conditions: A. That in the event the applicant violates any of the terms
and conditions as set forth herein, this permit shall be subject to revocation. Additionally, if two
citations for violations of the Town’s noise ordinance are issued because of activities at the
premises to which this conditional use permit applies within a twelve-month period, this
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conditional use permit shall be subject to review and possible revocation. B. The applicant must
obtain all necessary state and focal permits. C. The applicant must comply with all town
ordinances. D. No customers may be seated in any outside dining area after 10 p.m. E. No
customers may be served in any manner whatsoever in the facility after 12 o’clock midnight. F.
No outside music
Advertisements: The public notice regarding the proposed text amendment to section 155.7 ran
in the Star News on February 20 and March 2, 2020. Letters to adjacent property owners were
sent on February 20, 2020 and the site was posted on February 20, 2020.
Requested Action: Review and discuss the proposed Conditional Use Permit.
(5:51:21) Attorney Matt Nichols Presents the proposed text amendment and CUP to the
planning board.
(5:56:27) Architect Michael Kersting Presents the design of the floating restaurant to the
Planning Board.
(6:01:41) Attorney Matt Nichols Explains to the Planning Board the five parts of the text
amendment.
(6:12:36) Mr. Nichols explains “I would emphasize it's very limited in scope and application
have to meet any number of criteria were open to certainly any ideas that this board would have
to narrow it even more and you'd have to get a conditional use permit under any circumstances.”
“In summary I know I've said a lot and I'm sure the board has questions I think when we talk
through some of the specifics of the actual project it'll make sense a little bit more as to why we
structured it this way but we appreciate your consideration of what we're proposing thank you.”
(6:14:06) Chairman Smith Asks for public comments
(6:14:13) Cameron Reece of 710 Mohican Trail of Zimmer Development Company presented a
letter on behalf on Lowell Zimmer in support of the project.
(6:15:23) Attorney Matt Nichols presents a letter from Rick Stanley president of the
Wrightsville Beach Pier House HOA in support of the project.
(6:16:20) Chairman Smith closes the public hearing
(6:17:08) Board Member Neal Briggi asks who the Wrightsville Beach Yacht Club is. Sam
Clary, General Manager of the Wrightsville Yacht club explains what the entity is.
(6:17:12) The Board and Mr. Clary discuss what Wrightsville Yacht Club owns in the immediate
vicinity of the project.
(6:25:23) The Board and Mr. Clary discuss the volume of business expected in the floating
restaurant and the goal of entertaining members of the Wrightsville Beach Yacht Club. This
discussion leads to the size of the facility including 193 seats and the anticipation of visitors to
the restaurant walking over or visiting by boat. Mr. Clary indicates that there would be a
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membership drive within the confines of their business partners and with Blue Water beside the
proposed site for the general public the floating restaurant would remain a private club.
(6:28:57) Board Member Thomas “Ace” Cofer “I've got two major concerns. I think you've
heard one of them already, that is the parking one.” “Sending a precedent for the other marinas in
the area. Okay they got a reduction in their parking requirement so now we are going to get
applicants coming in wanting a reduction in their parking requirements. But, regardless of that
issue I do not see where there is going to be enough and I really think we need to see a matrix. I
haven't heard anything about how many handicap spaces you're going to put in. Those take up a
lot more space so you are going to lose parking spaces because you need the handicap
accessibility areas within a lot I have not seen anything about bicycle racks and we require
them.”
“There’s no provision for off street loading or unloading or anything that nature and we'll have to
guess if this would pass we'd have to recognize that loading is going to be on the street.”
“The other big concern I have is the definition or the purpose and then maybe I'm off base on this
Tony but, the C-3 district, it says was established to permit specialized uses which will fulfill the
special needs of daily commuters and periodic short term visitors. Then you presented this
facility as a floating restaurant in the marina but it is truly a private club.” “So it's not really
meeting the intent of the C-3 district that meets the intent of the private club district.”
(6:31:43) Sam Clary “You could come spend one night with us. Because we have a transient
business you know, the boats head north and south and come in and overnight. I would assumed
that we would allow them to dine in our facility and have reciprocal agreements up and down the
coast the way most yacht clubs do.”
(6:32:11) Discussion concerning parking
(6:38:47) Mr. Nichols displays the parking schematic on the boardroom displays
(6:44:53) The board discusses the reason for the floating home definition amendment. In
the UDO, the definition is broad and the definition is an effort for the restaurant to not fall
under the category of a floating home.
(6:48:09) Board member Thomas “Ace” Cofer “on land you need about 150 by 150 foot space
according to our 70% rule” “on one side I'm about to say this is a great idea it's pretty
progressive.” “We’re talking about a 40 foot height 15,000 square foot facility that's huge man.
Well that is giant sir.”
“This is going to change the line of sight coming off the beach dramatically. I mean, I do not
know if Bluewater cares or not that the view is going to change but it is going to sit like the
Titanic sticking off intersecting the bulkhead. As progressive as cool as it is, it is big and that's
my comment right now so I'm not too worried about parking I'm more worried about height
square footage and all.”
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(6:56:08) The Board discusses a “canyon effect” caused by the house at 1 Auditorium Circle as
you cross Causeway Bridge. Members feel the floating restaurant would create a similar affect.
(7:14:22) Board Member Thomas “Ace” Cofer “I do see some public line-of-sight concerns.”
“We haven't even necessarily gotten into the engineering components or the sheer. I mean we're
talking about the t's zero but it can go up the river get hauled out of the water if a hurricane
comes the sheer effect on this thing is significant.”
(7:16:50) Board Member Cheryl Koballa Makes a motion to continue the proposed text
amendment and the Conditional Use Permit until the next meeting. Board Member Leigh Ann
Joyner seconds the motion and passes with a vote of 5-0
(7:30:39) Old Business: Chairman Jim Smith brings up an email concerning HVAC stands
HVAC stands that have become stairways even though installed all the remote readers’ points
out that generators are being installed up there and they become enclosed and become storage.
Brings up a good point about its tight. Two stands max and can be 4 feet into the setbacks then
there is a fence.
Chairman Jim Smith “The concern about the size of these air conditioners stands that have now
become stairways. It is the fault of Duke Energy because Duke Energy insists on these stairs to
get to it but he does have a good point; now they installed all these remote readers and they do
not need to get up there to the meter anymore to read them. In addition, he points out that people
are now installing their generators up there and the stands are getting longer. Of course, the other
issue that he brings up in his email is they become enclosed and it becomes storage. It's tight
especially if they're both of them are on one side of the house and I know that the fire chief has
said as long as firemen can walk through there but the problem that a lot of them have is two
stands to the.”
Other Business from the Chairperson and board Members:
(7:36:06) Board Member Neal Briggi brings up the desire to have joint meetings with the
Board of Alderman and the that the Planning Board should be more proactive in addressing
issues that come to the Board. “We could come forward to look into the strategic issues that
comes up.”
Mr. Wilson indicates that he will bring it up to the Board of Alderman
(7:38:06) Board Member Cheryl Koballa motions to adjourn Board member Leigh Ann
Joyner seconded the motion and the motion passed 5-0
Respectfully submitted,

Robert O'Quinn, MPA, Planner
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May 1, 2020
Memorandum
To:

Chairman Smith and Board Members

From: Tony Wilson, Director of Planning and Parks
Re:

Text Amendment to 155.7 Supplemental Regulations

Cc:

Tim Owens, Town Manager

Zoning District:
C-3 Zoning District
Background: On February 2, 2020, the Planning and Inspections Department received a Text
Amendment Application to amend Article 155.7 of the supplemental regulations to add
155.7.28 and to amend section 155.6.4 table of uses to include Marina Restaurant as a
Conditional Use with Supplemental regulations in the C-3 District. The Petitioner Wrightsville
Yacht Club Inc. has appointed Attorney Matthew A. Nichols to serve as the authorized agent
and he will speak on behalf of the Text Amendment Application.
Proposed Amendment: Section 155.7.28. Marina Restaurant in the C-3 Commercial
District. Marina Restaurant is allowed as a conditional use with supplemental regulations in
the C-3 Commercial District in accordance with the Table of Permitted/Conditional Uses
set forth in Section 155.6.4. The text amendment
1. Adds new section 155.7.28 Marina Restaurant
2. Amends Table of Uses to allow Marina Restaurant as conditional use in C-3
District
3. Adds new definition for "Marina Restaurant" in section A.3
4. Amend existing definition of “Floating Home” in section A.3 to exclude “Marina
Restaurant”
5. Amend section 155.9.1.5 off-street parking standards for marinas
Proposed Amendment to section 155.6.4 Table of Permitted/Conditional Uses as follows:
Primary Zoning Districts
Uses
R1 R2 C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 G1 PC P1 S1*
Marina
Restaurant

CS

Supplemental
Regulations
155.7.28
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Analysis: Currently there is no provision for a marina restaurant. Current ordinance only
addresses floating homes as per section 155.7.12. Part two of the application adds the
definition of “Marina Restaurant” to section 155 Exhibit A. However, part three of the
applicant’s exhibit A adds a new subsection to the definition of “Floating Home” to
exclude “Marina Restaurant” to prevent floating homes from becoming marina
restaurants. The applicant’s text amendment changes the required parking for marinas and
boatominims from one parking space for each slip in the marina plus one parking space
for each four dry storage spaces to one parking space for each two slips in the marina plus
one parking space for each four dry storage spaces.
Advertisements: The public notice regarding the proposed text amendment to section 155.7
ran in the Star News on February 20 and March 2, 2020.
Requested Action: Review and discuss the proposed t e x t amendment to 155.7 and 155.9.
Attachments:
1. Statement of Consistency
2. Application/Plans
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Planning Staff Statement of Consistency:
The proposed text amendment is in accordance with the Town of Wrightsville Beach’s CAMA
Land Use Plan. Located within the Land Use Compatibility section, which states the
management goal is to promote the appropriate balance between private property rights,
economic development, environmental protection, and community cohesiveness.
The text amendment is consistent with the planning objectives policies that promote an attractive
community, a high quality of life, and a unique sense of place while mitigating risks to public
health, safety, and welfare.
Specific planning actions that are consistent with the proposed text amendments are:
The Town will aim to continue to support the Town’s commercial operations; however, there
should be a focus on recruiting and maintaining businesses that align with the vision defined in
this plan regarding the future of Wrightsville Beach.
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EXHIBIT A
TO
PETITION FOR ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT
Overview of Proposed UDO Amendments
Part I

Add new section 155.7.28 Marina Restaurant

Part II

Amend Table of Uses to allow Marina Restaurant as conditional use in C-3
District

Part III

Add new definition for “Marina Restaurant” in section A.3

Part IV

Amend existing definition of “Floating Home” in section A.3 to exclude “Marina
Restaurant”

Part V

Amend section 155.9.1.5 off-street parking standards for marinas

Part I
Amend Article 155.7 Supplemental Regulations to add a new section 155.7.28 as follows:
Proposed:
Section 155.7.28 Marina Restaurant
Marina Restaurant is allowed as a conditional use with supplemental regulations in the
C-3 Commercial District III in accordance with the Table of Permitted/Conditional Uses
set forth in Section 155.6.4 subject to the following conditions:
A. Marina Restaurants shall be permitted only by Conditional Use Permit in C-3 zoned
property and riparian area. Marina Restaurants are allowed only in conjunction
with the operation of a yacht club and related marina meeting all of the
requirements set forth in this Section.
B. Marina Restaurants shall be located and permanently moored only within a marina
containing at least seventy-five (75) wet boat slips in existence as of the date of
adoption of this ordinance Section.
C. Marina Restaurants shall not exceed 35 feet in width and 130 feet in length.
D. No Marina Restaurant shall extend beyond the Town’s pierhead line.
Revised 4.21.2020

E. The height of a Marina Restaurant shall not exceed 40 feet above the water line;
provided that antennas, removable canopies, masts, and electronic and
navigational equipment shall not be included in making this height determination.
F. All walkways or gangways providing access to any Marina Restaurant shall comply
with the following requirements:
1. Be constructed in accordance with the pier and dock ordinance of the Town.
2. Be lighted to provide illumination of 0.1 foot-candles at the deck level, but
in no case less than 0.05 foot-candles.
G. The off-street parking requirements for a Marina Restaurant shall be as follows:
One (1) parking space for each six (6) seats in the Marina Restaurant.
H. Each Marina Restaurant shall provide permanent water and sewer systems
approved by the Public Works Department of the Town. Each Marina Restaurant
shall be connected to such water and sewer system. All wastewater piping from
the Marina Restaurant shall be constructed in accordance with the North Carolina
State Plumbing Code and all water and sewer connections to the public utility
system shall be as prescribed under Federal and State Safe Drinking Water Acts.
No overboard discharge openings through the hull shall be permitted except for
one dewatering pipe, which may not be connected to wastewater piping or to any
bilge or sump into which wastewater drains. For purposes of this Section,
wastewater shall include bathwater, dishwater, and other greywater as well as
sewage.
I. All electrical wiring running on docks and/or shore from the distribution center to
the point of supply on the Marina Restaurant shall conform to the National
Electrical Code.
J. A system for the collection and removal of solid wastes approved by the Public
Works Department of the Town shall be provided by each Marina Restaurant.
K. Each Marina Restaurant shall provide a drypipe fire fighting system approved by
the Fire Chief of the Fire Department and constructed in accordance with the
provisions of the pier and dock ordinance of the Town.
L. A site plan shall be submitted for approval in connection with the application for a
Conditional Use Permit, such plan to include all improvements as required by this
Section.
M. No more than one Marina Restaurant shall be permitted for any marina meeting
all requirements of this Section.
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Part II
Amend Section 155.6.4 Table of Permitted/Conditional Uses to add Marina Restaurant
as a Conditional Use in the C-3 Commercial District III zoning district as shown below:
Proposed:
Primary Zoning Districts
Uses
R1 R2 C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 G1 PC P1
Marina
Restaurant

CS

S1
*

Supplemental
Regulations

155.7.28
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Part III
Amend Chapter 155 Exhibit A Definitions Sec. A.3 Definitions to add the following
definition of “Marina Restaurant”:
Proposed:
Marina Restaurant – A vessel in fact used or designed as a permanent restaurant
constructed upon a barge primarily immobile and out of navigation and which functions
substantially as a land structure while the same is anchored, moored, or docked within a
marina located in the C-3 Commercial District III zoning district of the Town, whether such
vessel is self propelled or not, and meeting all of the criteria set forth in Section 155.7.28
of this ordinance. A Marina Restaurant shall be allowed only pursuant to a Conditional
Use Permit issued by the Board of Aldermen for use in conjunction with the operation of
a yacht club and related marina meeting all of the requirements set forth in Section
155.7.28.
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Part IV
Amend Chapter 155 Exhibit A Definitions Sec. A.3 Definitions to add new subsection (3)
to the definition of “Floating Home”:
Existing definition of “Floating Home”:
(1) Any vessel in fact used, designed, or occupied as a permanent dwelling unit,
business office, or source of any occupation or for any private or social club of whatsoever
nature, including, but not limited to, a structure constructed upon a barge primarily
immobile and out of navigation or which functions substantially as a land structure while
the same is anchored, moored, or docked within the zoning jurisdiction of the Town,
whether such vessel is self propelled or not and whose volume coefficient is greater than
3,000 square feet. Volume coefficient shall be determined by dividing the habitable space
of a vessel measured in cubic feet by the draft of a vessel measured in feet of depth.
(2) Where the dead weight of a vessel is excessive from the use of ballast or the
extensive use of materials not reasonably needed to provide a safe and durable hull, the
weight of such ballast or additional hull thickness shall be computed and any draft
resulting from such excess weight or from keels or other projections from the vessel's
bottom shall not be included in the vessel draft used to compute the volume coefficient of
the vessel.

Proposed:
Add new subsection (3) to the definition of “Floating Home” to exclude “Marina
Restaurant” as follows:
(3) The foregoing definition of “Floating Home” shall not include a Marina
Restaurant permitted in the C-3 Commercial District III zoning district pursuant to
Conditional Use Permit approved by the Board of Aldermen as provided for in Section
155.7.28 of this ordinance.
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Part V
Amend Section 155.9.1.5 Off-Street Parking Requirements Per Land Use to provide the
following for marina/boatominiums:
Existing:
Marina/boatominiums: One parking space for each slip in the marina plus one parking
space for each four dry storage spaces.
Proposed:
Marina/boatominiums: One parking space for each two slips in the marina plus one
parking space for each four dry storage spaces.
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February 25, 2020
Memorandum
To:

Chairman Smith and Board Members

From: Tony Wilson, Director of Planning and Parks
Re:

Conditional Use Permit Application

Cc:

Tim Owens, Town Manager

Results of March 3, 2020 Planning Board Meeting: On March 3, 2020 the Planning
Board considered the floating restaurant and asked the applicant to revise the site plan
with more detail concerning parking spaces for the club, the proposed restaurant,
handicapped parking, delivery and guest drop off areas, and bicycle racks. Additionally,
the Planning Board asked the applicant to revise the proposal to reduce the size of the
restaurant to address line of sight, and issues concerning the number of occupants.
Agenda items A and B were continued until the May 5, 2020 Planning Board meeting.
Site plan and text amendment revisions were submitted on April 27, 2020.
Zoning District:
C-3 Zoning District
Background: On February 2, 2020, the Planning and Inspections Department received a
Conditional Use Permit Application to allow for a private floating restaurant within
Wrightsville Yacht Club Inc.’s existing marina to serve as an amenity for members of
Wrightsville Yacht Club and their guests, pursuant to proposed UDO § 155.7.28 (Marina
Restaurant) (UDO text amendment application pending).
Proposed Conditional Use Permit: Construction of the Marina Restaurant will occur off-site.
The Marina Restaurant will be floated in and permanently and securely moored at the marina to
concrete docks and pilings.
The restaurant will be constructed to comply with all applicable building code requirements,
including wind ratings. Additionally, the restaurant will be fully sprinklered, and an adequate
water supply will be available for fire safety. Water and sewer utilities will be designed such that
they can be disconnected from the vessel when necessary. The restaurant will be subject to all
applicable North Carolina and New Hanover County Health Department regulations and
inspections to ensure cleanliness and proper operation of the kitchen facilities. The proposed
floating restaurant will be a private club amenity for the Wrightsville Yacht Club members and
their guests and will not be open to the public.
No new vehicular ingress or egress is proposed or required. As the restaurant will be a
private amenity of the Wrightsville Yacht Club for the use of its members and their
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guests, pedestrian ingress and egress will occur through Wrightsville Yacht Club's
existing facility.
Floating Restaurant: The proposed vessel is 118 feet long by 29 feet wide. The site plan
indicates 144 total seats with 66 seats in the restaurant and 78 seats in the lounge. The
height is indicated to be below forty feet. The restaurant expects to have ten (10)
employees on staff at peak hours. Parking required for the restaurant is calculated at one
space per six seats due to patrons being anticipated to come from boating, which reduces
the anticipation for driving visitors(24 required); one space for every two employees on
staff (5 required), and one parking space for every two wet slips (45 required). The total
required parking for the restaurant would be 79 spaces. The marina currently requires 89
parking spaces.
Current Parking Requirements:
Condition
1 space for each wet slip
(89 wet slips)
One (1) parking space for
each four (4) persons as
stated on the maximum
posted occupancy placard
(144 seats)
One space for each two
(2) employees on the
largest shift. (10
employees)

Proposed Parking Requirements:

Parking

Condition

Parking

89

1 space for each two (2)
wet slip (89 wet slips)

45

36

One (1) parking space for
each six (6) persons as
stated on the maximum
posted occupancy placard
(144 seats)

24

5

One space for each two
(2) employees on the
largest shift. (10
employees)

5

Total

130

Total

74

Proposed

92

Proposed

92
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Analysis: Currently there is no provision for a marina restaurant. Current ordinance only
addresses floating homes as per section 155.7.12 spaces to one parking space for each two
slips in the marina plus one parking space for each four dry storage spaces.
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Department Review:
Fire Department: Fire safety is a concern due to the location of boats that will be located
nearby. The town has setbacks to mitigate the spread of fire but a vessel such as this will
have boats and docks in close proximity. The kitchen will be located at the water level.
Public Works: Public Works indicated that an annual inspection of the grease trap is
required and that trash will be dealt with by the addition of a dumpster at an existing
location. Water and sewer lines will remain connected, but with a quick disconnect
design.
Planning and Inspections: Planning and Inspections have issues with the lack of
authority to inspect the floating restaurant. It is a non-propelled vessel, meaning the Coast
Guard is not responsible for inspections and because it is a vessel, the planning
department cannot issue permits or perform inspections. With regard to storms, the
applicant is designing the facility for a twenty-foot storm surge and 150 mile per hour
winds.
Police: Not present.
Staff Recommended Conditions:
a) That in the event the applicant violates any of the terms and conditions as set forth
herein, this permit shall be subject to revocation. Additionally, if two citations for
violations of the Town’s noise ordinance are issued as a result of activities at the
premises to which this conditional use permit applies within a twelve month
period, this conditional use permit shall be subject to review and possible
revocation.
b) The applicant must obtain all necessary state and focal permits
c) The applicant must comply with all town ordinances
d) No customers may be seated in any outside dining area after 10 p.m.
e) No customers may be served in any manner whatsoever in the facility after 12
o’clock midnight
f) No outside music
Advertisements: The public notice regarding the proposed text amendment to section 155.7
ran in the Star News on February 20 and March 2, 2020. Letters to adjacent property owners
were sent on February 20, 2020 and the site was posted on February 20, 2020.
Requested Action: Review and discuss the proposed Conditional Use Permit.
Attachments:
1. Application/Plans
2. Existing Conditional Use Permit
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APPLICANT INFORMATION

Wrightsville Yacht Club, Inc. and Storage Services, LLC

Property Owner

6 Marina St. , Wrightsville Beach, NC 28480
Owner Mailing Address ________
___________________

Telephone Number

(910) 256-6666

...._(W)..:..:...<-________

Representative/Agent for Owner

..,_H
( ..;;;;,1).__________.<F.,;;;;;....;;;.AX___...,) _____

Matthew A. Nichols

(A'ITACH AUTHORITY FOR APPOINTMENT OF AGENT)

3205 Randall Pkwy, Suite 104, Wilmington, NC 28403

Agent Address

Telephone Number

(910)508-7476
AX�l----(W)__________
fH
.....,.___
) ________(F
>.::-,:..;

PROJECT INFORMATION

4 Marina St., 6 Marina
St.
_____
________
Address:_________

PARIDs: R05718-001-002-000, R05718-001-014-000, and R05714-006-004-000
Book 2284 Page 0408, Book 2011 Page 0195 and Book 2558 Page 0512

Legal Address : ____________________
(Book and Page as recorded at the New Hanover County Registrar of Deeds Office)

PROPOSED PROJECT

Marina Restaurant pursuant to proposed ___
Describe project and use:____________

UDO Section 155.7.28 (text amendment application pending)

Proposed Construction Date
Estimated Completion Date

N/A. Vessel will be constructed off-site and permanently moored in existing
boat slip after completion.
Estimated mooring date: July 2022

Marina St.
State Primary Street Frontage (name)________________________
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ZONING INFORMATION
Zoning District of Site

No

C-3

______ Does this project require rezoning?_______

Marina Restaurant

Proposed Use______

DIMENSIONAL INFORMATION
N/A____
Total Lot Square Footage __

N/A

Lot Dimensions ------State Setbacks of ALL Structures:
N/A

Dimensions of Principal and Accessory Buildings
N/A, no buildings proposed. Proposed vessel is approximately 29 ft. x 118 ft. Height will not
exceed 40 feet above water line. Percent of roof at max height = approximately 22%
N/A, floating vessel
_________
Elevation of ALL Structures _________________

Total Square Footage of Principal Structure

Total sq. ft. 8,230
Heated sq. feet 5990, Unheated sq. feet 2240

Total Square Footage of Accessory Structures

N/A

PARK.ING AND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT
Parking Spaces On Site

See site_
plan.
{TOTAL)__

(Handicapped) __ (Standard)___

Parking provided within existing parking for Wrightsville Yacht Club.

Parking Space Dimension and Isle Separation
Describe Provisions for Ingress and Egress of Site
Adequate parking provided within existing parking for Wrightsville Yacht Club. Please see attached
site plans for parking calculations. Ingress and egress of site will be pedestrian through existing
Wrightsville Yacht Club facilities or via boat from existing marina and docks.

SIGNAGE

Describe (fully) All Proposed Signs for this Project (Dimensions, Heights, Construction
Materials and Location MUST be Provided):
Please see attached elevation. One sign, 24 sq ft., metal.
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INFORMATION FOR DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW
FIRE PROTECTION
TBD

Fire Protection - Construction Classification

Describe (fully) Fire Protection Provisions Provided in the Project:
Class 1 standpipe on docks, restaurant to be fully sprinklered.

Fire Flow Requirements

TBD

POLICE REQUIREMENTS
Describe Any Special or Unusual Police Protection Requirements:
None

STORMWATER
N/A, floating vessel
Describe any connections to Town drainage systems_________________
_

WATER REQUIREMENTS
4200

Maximum Estimated Water Demand GPO
Calculations
Water Main Size Available at Site

TBD

SEWER REQUIREMENTS
Maximum Estimated Sewage Disposal GPD

4200

Calculations
SOLID WASTE REQUIREMENTS
Less than 8
Maximum Solid Waste Disposal (cubic yards) Per Day _________
. Calculations _____

Size and Location of Dumpster Pad

Please see attached site plan.
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Wrightsville Yacht Club
Proposal Comparison
Original Proposal Revised Proposal
Length
East-West Façade
Heated Floor Area (SF)
1st Level
2nd Level
3rd Level
Total Heated Area
Unheated Floor Area (SF)
1st Level (Entry/ EgressDeck)
2nd Level (Terrace)
3rd Level (Observation Deck)

136'

118'

3,500
2,700
2,200
`
8,400
`

3,000
2,700
290
5,990

300
620
650
`
1,570

280
440
1,520

1st Level (Dining)
2nd Level (Lounge)
3rd Level (Observation Deck)

79
77
37

66
78
0

Total Seating

193

144

Max. Height
% of Roof at Max. Height

40'
63%

40'
22%

Total Unheated Area

2,240

Seating

Height

